
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7 July, 2015

Between 7.30pm and 8.20pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present
Andrew Robbins – Chair, Cllrs Peter Tully, Brian Corbett, and Sally Harris

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Olga Hall, Brian & Rose Milne, Euan Pringle.

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllrs Thorpe and Farrell.

2. Declarations of interest – None were raised. 

3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, 
were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair

4. Public Question Time – The Clerk confirmed there had been no request for a topic to be raised.

5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  The Clerk’s report was received and agreed.  

b) item 5b: Play Area lighting: The Clerk advised he had contacted NCC planning twice asking whether planning 
permission was required for the installation of a solar powered light on the footpath at the Children’s Play 
Area. As yet however there had been no response. It was agreed he would continue to contact NCC as the 
quote received for the light was only guaranteed for 30 days. 

c) item 5c: Otterburn broadband: The Clerk’s report was received and agreed.   

d) item 5d: Defibrillator and first aid training: The Clerk’s report was received and agreed.

e) item 5e: Community Speedwatch Scheme: The Clerk reported he had been advised by PC Lee Davidson that only 
one application had been received by Northumbria Police. The Chair and Vice-Chair asked for the link for 
the application to be sent to them.   

6. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for June 2015: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed. 

b) Payment of the quarterly PAYE: The payment was agreed. 

c) Donation request from St John’s church: Following discussion it was agreed to donate £100 with the stipulation 
that it should put towards the maintenance of the church clock.   

d) Payment for Chair training: The payment of £10.00 was agreed.  

e) Invoice from Playsafety Ltd: The payment of £77.00 plus VAT was agreed for the recent play area inspection. 

f) Invoice from C. Mowatt: The payment for £205.00 for grass cutting in Willow Green, Play Area and 
Millennium Green on 21 April, 16 May, 2, 16 and 25 June as well as weed killing in Millennium Green was 
agreed. Cllr Harris advised she had certificate for weed killing and it was agreed she would get a quote for one
and five litre container.

The Clerk advised he had received an invoice from BDO regarding the annual audit for £200.00 plus VAT. It
was agreed for payment to be made.

7. Planning 
a) 15NP0042: Construction of 26 new build holiday lodges: Caravan site, Otterburn Hall grounds, Otterburn, NE19 1HE: 
An email received from Chris Stanworth (Northumberland National Park Authority) was read out. The main 
points included – It was confirmed there had been a number of objections to the application, NNPA are 
seeking for additional details in respect of both the sewage and water, the shared access is a private legal 
matter. He also advised planning permission was granted for development of lodges on a different part of the
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estate back in the early 1980’s and this covers lodges still being built in that area. Meantime NNPA are in 
consultation with individuals wishing to develop existing property on the site. 

b) Otterburn Hall Estate development: This topic was covered in the previous agenda item.

The Clerk advised he had been approached by a number of residents regarding the new development in 
Willow Green. Questions were being asked about the positioning of the development on the plot and height 
of the property. It was agreed to write to NCC asking for clarification of the development compared to the 
agreed application.    

8. New Business
a) Children’s play area RoSPA report and repairs: The Clerk provided details from the recent RoSPA inspection. 
Overall the risk level was assessed as medium. A number of small maintenance jobs were identified that 
required attention. The Clerk advised he had received quotes for the swing seat replacements and it was 
agreed to place the order.     

b) Proposed village inspection:  After discussion it was agreed to undertake a village inspection at 6.30pm on 1 
September.  

9. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council 
- The Chair advised the salt bin in Brierley Gardens, near Rede House had over time warped and lid did not 
fit properly allowing rain water in. The Clerk was asked to contact NCC regarding repair / replacement.
- It was agreed to discuss the Local Transport Programme 2016-17 at the September meeting.
- The Chair highlighted fund raising that had previously been taken place for children’s summer party to 
South Shields. Due to lack of funds raised this year the trip was at risk of being cancelled. It was agreed to 
donate £50.00 that had been requested.

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 1 September, 2015 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  

Surgery – There was further discussion regarding the development and ongoing problems at Otterburn Hall 
estate.   Meeting closed at 8.20pm
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